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The Centre for Law and Democracy (CLD) has developed a detailed Manual for Journalists
on Collecting and Preserving Information About International Crimes, along with a short
pamphlet, Preserving Information for International Criminal Convictions: A Pocket Guide for
Journalists. The week before last, we issued a statement about the training we provided in
collaboration with our local partner, the Regional Press Development Institute (RPDI), and
based on the Manual. We are now launching the Manual itself, along with the Guide, in
English and Ukrainian. This programme aims to help journalists, especially those reporting
from the frontlines, recognise when international crimes have been committed and how to
take some simple steps to capture pertinent information so that it can be used for both
reporting and judicial proceedings.

“While the Manual was designed primarily as a support document for the formal training
programme we have developed, we hope it will also be useful as a stand-alone resource”, said
Toby Mendel, Executive Director of CLD. “International criminal law is a complex area of
law, as is the law of evidence, but hopefully the Manual will give readers the basic knowledge
and skills they need in this area.”


https://www.law-democracy.org/live/ukraine-manual-for-journalists-on-documenting-international-crimes/
https://www.law-democracy.org/live/ukraine-manual-for-journalists-on-documenting-international-crimes/
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The Manual is divided into four main sections providing, respectively, an overview of
international crimes, a focus on crimes against journalists, a review of practical steps that
can be taken to document crimes so that the information can be used for criminal justice
purposes and a final section setting out some additional resources. Although the Manual
was specifically designed for Ukraine, the core material is relevant to other situations, so
we encourage those with an interest in this from anywhere in the world to have a look at
it.

Kyrylo Ovsyany, journalist with Radio Liberty’s programme Schemes: Corruption in Detalil,
who took part in the training programme, shares his views: “The Manual should be read at
least once by every journalist who works with war reporting. It will help to have a better
understanding of the legal issues involved and will explain what details need to be paid extra
attention to.”

Yevheniya Motorevska, who also joined the training and leads the war investigations
department of The Kyiv Independent, is convinced that the Manual “gives an understanding
of the key principles of the International Criminal Court. And also explains how to correctly
record shelling of cities, killings of civilians and soldiers, looting, etc., so that these facts can
be used in international courts in the future. Special thanks to the authors and translators for
using ordinary language terms and providing detailed explanations.”

Liudmyla Pankratova, Regional Press Development Institute Executive Director and one of
the trainers on the ground, notes: “The training course and the Manual are extremely useful
not only for Ukrainian reporters. It is a simple, convenient and, most importantly, an effective
tool that allows you to understand and distinguish war crimes in order to document them.
And the collected information can be added to the materials of the International Criminal
Court. I believe that the application of the Manual will seriously increase opportunities for
journalists to gather evidence of appropriate quality. Documenting war crimes in Ukraine is
a job that is our responsibility, because no one knows better and has more access to such
unique and important information than us.”

The Manual is available here in English and Ukrainian and the Guide is available here in
English and Ukrainian. For those interested, we can also share the slides we used for the

training upon request.
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AOKYMEHTYBAHHA MDKHAPOAHUX 3JTIOUYUHIB

[Mpe3eHTyeEMO NOCIOHMK | AINUMOCS BiAryKaMu XXYPHaniCTiB | TPEHEPIB, LLLO BXE MOro NpoYmTanm

NoKyMeHTYBaHHA MIXXHapOAHUX 3/104MMHIB: NPe3eHTYEMO NOCIOHUK

AONA XXYPHaNicTis

11 BepecHs 2023 p.

LlenTp npaBa Ta JeMokpaTii po3po6uB AeTanbHui “Iloci6HUK 31 360py Ta 36epiraHHA
iHpopManii mpo MiXHapoJHiI 3JI0Y4MHM”, a TaKOX KOPOTKy Opouypy “36epiraHHs
iHpopmauii gy Mi)KHapOJHUX KPUMIiHAJIbHUX BUPOKIB: KUIIEHbKOBUW MOCIOHUK [AJs
»KypHaJsicTiB”. /IBa TU2KHI TOMY MM B>Ke pO3M0BiZjasiu BaM npo TpeHiHr, skui [PPII nposis
y criBmparni 3 HallMMU KaHa/i,CbKUMU KoJieraMy. Tenep ByiacHe IPe3eHTYEMO JOKYMEHTH
AHIJIIMCBKO Ta YKPAalHCbKOX MoBaMU. [Iporpama, B paMKax AKOI NPOBOAWJIN HAaBYaHHS,
Ma€e Ha MeTi JONOMOITH >XypHaJicTaM, OCOOJIMBO THM, XTO IpALIlOE Ha INepejoBiH,
po3Mmi3HaBaTHM MDXHApPOJHI 3JI0Y4MHU W He JIMIIEe BUCBiT/IIOBaTU iX, a U dikcyBaTu y
dbopmarti, AKMH NPUHAMYTB Mif, Yac CyZ0BOr0 pO3TJAAY.

“fAk10 Moci6HUK i pO3p0O6JISAIU SIK CYNPOBIAHUN JJOKYMEHT JJis1 TPEHIHI'OBOI Iporpamu,
MU CIIOZiBa€EMOCS, BiH O6y/le KOPUCHUM M aBTOHOMHO, — Kake To6i MeHie/ib, BAKOHABYHU I
fupekrtop lleHTpy npaBa Ta geMokpartil. - fK i JoKa30Be, Mi>KHApoJAHe KpUMiHa/IbHe
IIPaBo € CKJIaJIHOMO raJy3310, IpOTe MAaEMO HaJilo, 1110 MOCIOHMUK HAaJacTb YUTa4aM 6a30Bi
3HAHHS Ta HABUYKH, IKUX BOHU IOTPEOYIOTH”.


https://www.law-democracy.org/live/ukraine-manual-for-journalists-on-documenting-international-crimes/
https://www.law-democracy.org/live/ukraine-manual-for-journalists-on-documenting-international-crimes/
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JIOKyMeHT MICTUTb YOTHUPH TOJIOBHI CeKLii: Oor/ifj Mi>XHapoJHUX 3JI0YMHIB; POKYC Ha
3JIOUMHAX MPOTH >KYPHAJICTiB; NMPaKTU4YHIi KPOKM 3 AOKYMeHTyBaHHA iHdopMalii, 10
YMOXJIMBJIATh IXHE BUKOPUCTAHHSA JJ14 LjiJlell KpUMiHaJIbHOT 0 NPaBOCYyAs; Ta GiHa/IbHUU
po3ain npo aoAaTkoBi pecypcu. [loci6HUK crieliaibHO po3po06JIsin AJs YKpaiHY, IpoTe
OCHOBHMH MaTepias Moxe OyTH aKTyaJbHUM i B iHIIKUX cuTyanifix. Tok MU 3a0X04yeEMO
3aliKaBJIEHUX i3 yCbOTr0 CBITY 03HAWOMHUTHUCH i3 3alIpONIOHOBAHMMU MaTepialaMHu.

Kupuno OBcsaHUH, KypHaJicT nporpamu “CxeMu: kopynuisi B getanax’, Pagio CBo6oja,
y3sB y4acTb y TPEHIHI'OBil nporpami 1 AiJiMTbcsA BpaxkeHHSIMU: “[lociOHUMK BapTo xo4ya 6
pa3 NpOYUTATH KOXKHOMY >KYPHAJIICTOBI, 1110 MpaLO€ 3 BUCBITJIEHHSIM BOEHHUX 3JI0UYMHIB.
[le nonoMoxke Kpale po3yMiTH cnenudiky po60TH IOPUCTIB Ta NOSCHUTD, HA fKI JeTasi
NOTpPiOHO 3BepTATH [01aTKOBY yBary”.

€BreHia MoTopeBCbKa, 1[0 TAaKOX NPHUEHANACA 40 HaBYaHHS M OYOJIIOE BiJJ[i BOEHHUX
po3caigyBanb BuJaHHA “The Kyiv Independent”, nmepekoHaHa, 1o noci6bHUK “Zae
pPO3yMiHHSA K/JIOYOBUX NPUHIHUIMIB po60TH Mi>kHapOJHOTO KPUMiHAJIbHOIO Cy/y. A TaKOX
NOSICHIOE, SIK MPaBUJIbHO QiKCyBaTH OOGCTPIJM MICT, yOMBCTBA LUBIJIBHUX | BiHCbKOBUX,
Mapo/iepCcTBa TOILO, 106U 1i paKTH MOTJIM B MAallOYTHbOMY BUKOPUCTATH B MXKHAPOAHUX
cyfax. Okpema mnojskKa aBTOpaM i NepekJjazayaM 3a ‘JIIOACbKY MOBY Ta JOCTYIHI
NOSICHEHHS.

Jlrogmuna [laHKpaToBa, BMKOHaB4Ya JUPEKTOpPKAa [HCTUTYTy pPO3BUTKY perioHaJbHOI
npecy, 3a3Havae: “HaByasbHUHM Kypc i TOCIOHUK € HaZI3BUYAaWHO KOPUCHUMU He JulIe 5
yKpaiHCbKUX KypHauicTiB. Lle npocTuii, 3py4yHun i rosioBHe — eQpeKTHUBHUUN iHCTPYMEHT,
KWW Jlae 3MOry po3ibpaTvcid ¥ pO3pi3HUTU BOEHHI 3JI0UMHU [Jis TOrO, 106U
3aI0KYMeHTyBaTH ix. A 3i6paHy iHdopMalil0o MOXKYTbh A0Jy4YUTH A0 MaTepianiB MKC.
BBaxkalo, 1110 3aCTOCYBaHHS NOCIOHUKA CEPUO3HO 30I/IbIIUTL MOXJIMBOCTI KYPHAJIICTIB y
360pi AoKas3iB HajeXHOoi fAKOCTi. JIOKyMeHTYyBaHHsS BOEHHHUX 3JIOYMHIB B YKpaiHi - Le
po60Ta, IKa € HAlIUM 0OOB'SI3KOM, OCKiJIbKU HiXTO, KPiM Hac, He 3HA€ Kpallle Ta He Ma€
6i/71b1IOTO AOCTYNY A0 TaKoi YHiKaJbHOI Ta Bax/MBOi iHpopManii”.

[TociGHUK AOCTYMHUM YKpAiHCBbKOK W aHIJIINCBbKOK MOBAaMHM, a 3 MOPAJHUKOM MOXHA

O3HaMOMMUTHUCA TYT. byaemMo pagi noAIMTUCA CcJalJaMU TNpe3eHTalil, Ky
JE€MOHCTPYBaJIM Ha TPEHIHTY.

[3 Oy Ab-KHMX MUTaHb U[0J0 MPOEKTY KOHTAKTYHTe i3:


https://www.law-democracy.org/live/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Manual.War-Crimes.Final_.Ukr_.pdf
https://bit.ly/3LGcieP
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