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Ukraine: Training for Journalists on Documenting International Crimes

[TekcT ykpaiHcbKoOIO e AaJi|

The Centre for Law and Democracy (CLD) and the Regional Press Development Institute (RPDI)
provided a training programme for Ukrainian experts and journalists last week based on our
Manual for Journalists on Collecting and Preserving Information About International Crimes. The
core idea behind the programme is that journalists reporting from the frontlines are often the
first to come across information about the commission of international crimes, including war
crimes. The focus of the training was on how to recognise international crimes in the first place
and then to capture information about them such in a manner that it might be accepted as
evidence by courts.

“The idea is not to divert journalists from their core reporting role, which is particularly important
during armed conflicts”, said Toby Mendel, Executive Director of CLD. “Rather, we are trying to
promote the idea that the information can, with relatively little additional effort, essentially be
used for both reporting and criminal accountability purposes.”

Journalists in Ukraine have already demonstrated the potential of their work to contribute to
international crimes prosecutions. The project seeks to expand and further professionalise that
work.

The training programme started with a training of trainers delivered by CLD experts and was
followed up by having the trained trainers deliver training to frontline journalists with support
from the CLD experts. The idea is that this will be followed up by having the local experts deliver
further training sessions. The Manual has been translated into Ukrainian and the translation is
currently being reviewed; we will distribute both the English and Ukrainian versions shortly.

For further information, please contact:

Toby Mendel
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YKpaiHa: TPeHiHr 3 AOKYMEeHTYBaHHA Mi}XHapOAHUX 3/1I0MUHIB ANA
YYPHanNicTis

Munysoro TwxHs lleHTp mnpaBa Ta aemokpartii (CLD, KaHaga) Ta IHCTUTYT pO3BUTKY
perioHanbHol npecu (RPDI, Ykpaina) nmpoBesn TpeHIHI 3 JOKYMEHTYBaHHS Mi>XHapOJHUX
3JI0YMHIB /1J11 YKpaiHCbKUX eKcnepTiB i »KypHauicTiB. [Iporpama 6a3yBaJsiack Ha iHdopMarii 3
[Toci6bHMKa JJ1s1 *)KypHauTicTiB 31 360py Ta ¢ikcanii iHpopmariii mpo Mi>kHapoAHI 3JI0UMHHU.

JKypHasicTy, siKi npaiooTh Ha epeloBil, 4acTO NEPUIMMU CTUKAKThCA 3 iHpopMaljiero npo
BUMHEHHS MDXXHApOJHHUX 3JIOYMHIB, 30KpeMa BOEHHUX. ToMy niJi 4yac TpeHiHI'y OCHOBHA yBara
OyJia pujijieHa TOMy, IK po3Mi3HaTH MiXKHApO/AHI 3/1I04MHHU Ta 3adikcyBaTu iHopMalito Npo
HUX TaKUM YHHOM, 1106 BOHA MorJia 6yTU NPUHHATA CyAaMHU fIK [JOKa3s.

«BakJIMBO He 3aBa)kaTH >KypHaJliCTaM BUKOHYBAaTH CBOK OCHOBHY 3ajiauy, sika € 0COGJIMBO
BaXK/IMBOK TMiJi 4ac 30pOHHUX KOHQJIIKTiIB», — TroBopuTh Tob6i MeHenb, BUKOHABYMH
nupektop CLD. «HaTomicTb MM HaMaraemocs MpocyBaTH ifielo Toro, mo iHopmarisa Moxe,
SKILO JOKJIACTH HeBeJMKI J0AATKOBI 3ycuJidA, OyTU BUKOPUCTAHA i A/ NPUTATHEHHS [0
KpPUMIiHa/IbHOI BiANOBIJa/IbHOCTI BUHHUX Y CKOEHHI MI>)XHApPOJHUX 3JI04YHUHIB».

YKpalHCbKiI KypHa/IiCTU BXe INpPOAEMOHCTPYBaJY, 10 iX [JiJIbHICTD MOXe CIPUATH
Mi>KHapOoJHOMY MpaBoCy/i10. Halll MpOEKT J03BOJIMTh PO3IIKMPUTH Ta MpodecioHai3yBaTH 1110
po6oTy.

[lepiiid eTtan HaBYa/JbHOI NpPOrpaMyd BKJOYAB TPEHIHr JJisd TpeHepiB, NpPOBeJeHUU
ekcnepramMu CLD. Ha gpyromy eramni mifgroroBJieHi TpeHepu 3a niATpuMKHU ekcrepTtiB CLD
OpraHi3yBa/id BJIAaCHUM TPeHIHT [Js YKpaiHCbKUX KypHasicTiB. [loibHi HaBYa/bHI 3axo4u
OyayTb HaJjaJ/li MIPOBOAUTHUCH MiCIIeBUMU TPEHEPAMHU CaMOCTIilHO.

[locibHUK [/1A KypHaJicTiB 3i 360py Ta ¢ikcanii iHpopManii npo MiXXHapoOAHI 3/I0MMHU
nepekJaZieHo YKpaiHCbKOI MOBOIO; aHTIJIiMicbKa Ta yKpaiHCbKa Bepcii 6yAayTh He3abapoMm
OINPUJIOJTHEH] TA PO3NOBCIOPKEHI.
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