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Myanmar: Baseline Study on Access to Information Post-Coup

[Burmese text follows]

The Centre for Law and Democracy (CLD) and the Hope Organization are today launching a
baseline Study on Access to Information in Myanmar: Changes in How Health CSOs Access
Information. The Study, which relied on a survey of 60 CSOs operating in Myanmar, assessed the
state of access to health information since the 1 February 2021 coup. Some of the key findings
were that 91% of respondents indicated that they feel less safe accessing information than
before the coup, 85% found it more difficult to access information and 75% had changed the
way they accessed information.

“This is the first empirical survey of changes in access to information in Myanmar since the coup,
and it provides unprecedented insight into those changes”, said Toby Mendel, Executive Director
of CLD. “While the results vary by survey question, the overall conclusion is clear: it has become
more dangerous and more challenging to access both information in general and the core
professional information health CSOs need to do their work.”

The Study contains a wealth of detailed information about access of CSOs to health information.
92% of respondents indicated that information was only partially reliable, including due to the
spreading of propaganda and false information by official sources. However, 77% said they had
the means to validate information, mainly via other CSOs, trusted local contacts and peer-to-
peer networks. A very concerning 60% indicated that they could not access the information they
needed to do their work including, in some cases, because they were not willing to ask the
government for information in “sensitive” cases. A number of respondents noted security
measures they were taking currently, for example installing better digital security systems.
Some of these highlight the repressive nature of the current situation in Myanmar, such as using
different devices when leaving the home, changing SIM cards and social media accounts
regularly, and hiding or removing apps on their devices.

The Study is available in English and Burmese.

For further information, please contact:

Toby Mendel

Executive Director

Centre for Law and Democracy
Email: toby@law-democracy.org
+1902 431-3686



https://www.law-democracy.org/live/myanmar-baseline-study-on-access-to-information-post-coup/
https://www.law-democracy.org/live/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/RTI-Baseline-Report.FINAL_.pdf
https://www.law-democracy.org/live/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/RTI-Baseline-Report.Burmese.FINAL_.pdf
mailto:toby@law-democracy.org
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