
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
19 March 2018 – for immediate release 
 
 

AIIB: Comments on Draft Policy on Public Information 
 
 
The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) published a Draft Policy on Public 
Information in January 2018. According to Comments by the Centre for Law and Democracy 
(CLD) and Bank Information Center (BIC), the draft Policy is a good start but far more is 
needed if it is to serve as a stable, effective mechanism for promoting transparency and access 
to information at the Bank.  
 
“We welcome the fact that the draft Policy starts from a presumption of maximum disclosure”, 
said Toby Mendel, Executive Director of CLD. “But this is undermined in practice by a vague and 
highly discretionary regime of exceptions, very few set procedures for the making and processing 
of requests and an unclear and very limited system of appeals.” 
 
“The draft Policy does incorporate a number of civil society recommendations, including an 
emphasis on accountability to stakeholders and an override of exceptions where this is mandated 
by a legitimate interest”, said Elizabeth Summers, Infrastructure Policy Manager, Bank 
Information Center. “However, among other problems, the Policy should aim to harmonise 
standards for openness across all of AIIB’s operations and include a list of documents that will be 
disclosed on a proactive basis.”  
 
The CLD/BIC Comments are available here: Comments on the Draft Policy on Public 
Information of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, while notice of the consultation and 
draft Policy are available at: https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/operational-
policies/public-consultation/index.html. 
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