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Myanmar:	CLD/IMS	Work	with	Local	Partners	to	Host	Events	on	
Broadcasting	and	the	Right	to	Information	

	
Over	the	last	few	days,	the	Centre	for	Law	and	Democracy,	with	support	from	International	
Media	 Support	 (IMS)	 and	 FOJO	 Media	 Institute,	 has	 hosted	 workshops	 with	 two	 of	 their	
partners	 –	 the	 Myanmar	 Media	 Lawyers’	 Network	 (MMLN)	 and	 Pyi	 Gyi	 Khin	 (PGK)	 –	 to	
discuss	 current	 freedom	 of	 expression	 law	 reform	 issues	 in	 Myanmar,	 focusing	 on	 the	
regulation	of	broadcasting,	public	service	broadcasting	and	the	right	to	information	(RTI).		
	
“Civil	 society	 has	 become	 increasingly	 engaged	 around	 key	 freedom	 of	 expression	 issues	 in	
Myanmar,”	said	Toby	Mendel,	Executive	Director	of	CLD.	“It	is	a	privilege	for	us	to	be	able	to	
work	with	organisations	like	MMLN	and	PGK	to	promote	democratic	reform.”	
	
The	new	Myanmar	government	has	been	reviewing	the	Broadcasting	Law,	which	focuses	on	
private	 broadcasters,	 and	 discussing	 the	 content	 of	 the	 By-Law	 which	 is	 needed	 to	
implement	the	Law.	CLD	participated	in	a	dialogue	on	these	issues	hosted	by	the	Ministry	of	
Information	 in	 the	 capital,	 Nay	 Pyi	 Taw,	 last	 week.	 A	 workshop	 with	 MMLN	 focused	 on	
Regulation	of	Broadcasting	–	Private	and	Public.	At	the	workshop,	MMLN	agreed	to	become	
more	engaged	in	the	Broadcast	Law	reform	and	implementation	process.	
	
A	second	workshop	with	PGK	focused	on	the	development	of	RTI	legislation.	The	discussion	
started	 out	 by	 analysing	 the	 draft	 RTI	 law	 released	 by	 the	 Ministry	 of	 Information	 in	
February	 2016	 and	 the	 response	 of	 civil	 society	 to	 that	 draft.	 The	 second	 part	 of	 the	
workshop	provided	an	opportunity	to	discuss	key	standards	civil	society	would	like	to	see	in	
any	RTI	law.	
	
“An	increasingly	large	range	of	civil	society	groups	are	engaging	on	the	right	to	information,”	
said	Nwezin	Win,	Executive	Director	of	PGK.	“Discussions	 like	 this	 support	 that	engagement	
and	allow	us	to	forge	common	positions	on	key	campaign	issues.”	
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